iq = 


he ys " 


P ; I < : 


at en 


; 
_ Co - RA Ca ET VEN EEE ECCIIER 
. 
» 
. 
P 
6+.% Hg trot 1 a ov 4 
-. * E 
. 
—_ — — : 
F - 
- 
[+] 4 | | 
- Fx” Vos 4 " OE On 
&- vo * 4 
Y » # $- vs 
y A 
0% * | 
g 
: 
? 
3 I 
” 
. 
f 
" 
. 
1 
= 
, 
” 
% FR 
| j 
$ 
| > 
. 
-” . 
\ : 
_ » 
4 
{ . 
\ 
» 
. 
Þ ; 
PR —_ 
wy - % 
: F 
a 
G 
py 
+ 
* 
ys. 
Py 


T. O 
The Right Honda 


WILLIAM 
Lord Mainard, 


BARON of EASTAINS. 


aL. LORD, - --: 
Ht augh- I. am nvilling t0 decline, any 
Service which Your Lordſhip expetts 
from me, yet when you enjom d me the Prin- 
ting of this Sermon, I could. not obey Tar. 
Command without diſputing it. For T con- 
fider d, that in ſuch an Age as this, where an 
Exemplar y Holineſs is very rare, I ſhall be 
thought guilty of moſt grofs- Flattery, in the 
Character I have given of Tour Incomparable- 
Lady, now in Heaven. 

But knowing. I have ſo many unexceptiona- 
ble Witneſſes, to atteſt every line Thave ſaid, 
eſpecially Your Self, who beſt underſtood her 
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__ The Epiſtle Dedication. * 


value, and are moſt ſenfible of ber os; and 


being Conſcious to my ſelf, that I have ſpoken 
10 other throughout than the words of Truth, 
Ffoon broke through all the diſcouragements I 
had, either from the juft Cenſures the World 
would fix on the meanneſs of the Diſcourſe, or 
from the unjuſt ones it might paſs on my 
Inſoncerity; andl reſold, to do all that little 
Honour T could to her Memory, and to give 
God the glory of her Example : 4nd I humbly 
beſeech the Divine Goodneſs, that what Inow 
offer to the Publick may not be wholly unprofei- 
table 3p ahbſe whoread 3; However, Tam ſure 
it will not be unacceptable to Tour Lordſhip, 


or to thoſe who were ſo happy to know her, 


which will be futisfaftion enough, to 

My Good LORD, 
; Your Lordſhips moſt Humble 
and Faithful Scryant 
Thomas, Bath andWells, 
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Of the Right Honourable 


"Thi LADY 
On Prov. 11. XVL 
A gracious Woman retaineth honour. 


HE World'was-never yet ſo bad, but the good 

| Man, though his life was a continued Satyr 
..to'th&@'Age he lived in, did: always either 

\' 1. find; or Extort,'a Veneration from it. 'So 
true is'it. of both Sexes, which So/omon here affirms 
of Woman only, that gracious Perſons, they who 
are in the Grace and Favour of 'God, and are ſtrength- 
ned by his gracious aſiſtances,' they who by the cove- 
nant: of Grace, re enrolled'in/his ſervice, and in whoſe 
hearts, there is a conſpiration, -of all the Graces of his 
| B 1 Holy 
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Mat. 12,24: 


Ifa. 53.3: 


Holy Spirit ; all which particulars, are included in 
the word Grace, and d6'all concur, . tomake up a 
gracious Soul ; Such perſons, I fay, as theſe, ſhall 
trom the generality of Men, - gain an inward eſteem, 
anda great Opinion, and for the moſt paft,” an out- 
ward; and i fuitable- refpet;*or -as tle-Wiſe man 
words it, ſhall retaia honow. ;,£ JC. 

I muſt confeſs, that there aF8 mmahy inſtances, even 
in our own perverſe_generation, wherein Vertue has 
rather been conutemn'd and ridicu'd than Honomd, 
buvT will mention-fo other than the moſt ſignaF of 
all, God Incarnate, whoſe example; though it was 
as perfe&, and” UnblamedBle, as 'the fulneſs of the 
Godhead, could render it ; yet his moſt divine Per- 
fon, was ſo far from being honoured, by many of the 
Fews, that he lay under the utmoſt imputations of 
Slander 2nd Blaſphetnj, which wards could expreis.; 
and as glorious as all his Miracles were, they were 
aſcribed to no other than Bee/zebub, the Prince of 
the very Devils. -- -- HE Ws 

Bur. though it. be true, that\aur bleſſed Lord, in 
regard to his ſtate' of Humiliation, ſeemed to: have 
no form, no comelineſs in him ; yetall his Conver- 
fation, had ſo 'many:wrradiamons: of. Divinity in it, 
which did abundantly evince-his heavenly Extraction ; 
and it isno. wonder he ſhould-ſuffer fuch\contradici- 
ons of: ſinners, ti being wſual for an Heroick Virtue, 
which is fingly:to encounter whole Legions; to con- 
tend with inveterate Errours, or reigning Vices, 
to reprove, and: reform the World, as our Saviour 
was, to be. loaded with, moſt. diabolical reproathes. 
Bur Goodneſs, obas 9h ifeparible ſplendour, which 
can never utter v total ecliple, and. when it is _ 
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revild, and perſecuted, it then'fhines brighteſt out 
of Cloud. So thati:all who are not wilfully blind, 
who. will but make vis of their .eyes to y maſts ac- 
RE the forceofics Rays; | 12: 1 

This did' the: very Fews th mnfotves,” os! many as 
had any relicks: of. common-\ingenuity left - The Enke 7. 16, 
Multitude own'd our Saviour for a great Prophet, ®*** 
wonderd at hisgracious'words,- confeſt he had done Mark 7. 16. 
all things well,zinſormigh, that*Rey would haveex- jpns ;; 
alted him to the throne} arldchave tmade him their 18, 38. ** 
King ; Pilate could find nofawlt in: him at all ; and 
the Centurion, a Heathen, even iwhen, he faw him 
hanging on the Croſs;'aga Matfactour,. cried out, 

Certamly this was'h Righteous Mit? !.' Sq chat 's  OYACHOUS 

Perſon, under the moſt :extretae degree of Infamy and 
Slander, ſhall” yet -retain himour,' thall from all that 
are in! their right minds, ' have at co an ven 
Veneration.”.':. x 1 

Tf thisbe cif of 4 publique Vertde} there cal 
be lefs doubt of it-irt private one; which not being? 
on fuch a ſtage, -a5 may provoke and affront the 
angry World; by openly: contradicting, or upbraid- 
ing, or chaſtifing Ke; pafſesalong' witlia tefs aflaulted, 
and lets envied , reptftation; "and 6rd ubdiftuebuly 
retains honour than the former.” © 

- There is T-know,- ati -bimour whiely 3 18 tive to alt 
men, 'as they are God's workmanſhip, and have ſome ;g 
lines of his'Image- hy them; but. eſpecially to Rings, 
26d to! Magiſtrates, whom it is our dyty to honour, 
whether they: be Sed Perſons or no ; this we are 
to:render to. the Proward, and Pagan, as well as tor Tim-6.2. 
gentle and believing Maſters ; ; to Princes that are /-- 
Jolſs anHl + SO 'as-well as to Chriſtian and OY 13.74 
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I Pet. 2.17, 


Ns 7 , 
ww mY 
- g * ” 


. . A Funeral' Sermon on 


2 Pet. I. 4. 


Ee att es. em te w_ 


fing Fathers. ' But then this honour is not paid them 


out of reſpect to any real Goodneſs in them, but on- 
ly to their, Authority, as'they are God's ordinance,as 
we depend on their Protection, and as our Obedience. 


1s enforced, by Laws and Penalties; But the honour we 


give to a gracious Perſon, -1s purely in. reference to his 
moral excellencies, which are legible in the whole 


conduct of his:life: The former 1s merely civil, the 


latter may-in ſomesfbrt, be ſtyF'd Religious : Empire 
is honour'd asit reſembles God's power, abſtracted 
from. his Holineſs, and- therefore it is compatible 
with an ungracious Perſon, it is confin'd only to 
this World, -and reaches no farther : But Graciouſneſs. 
#5 honour d as a participation of the divine: Nature, ap- 
propriate to no other than Saints, and which has its 
proſpe&t only on Heaven : The former is like Thun- 
der and Lightning, and works on our Fear ; the lat-. 
ter is like the appearance of a good Angel; arraid in 
Beams, awful,, but kind, which do not affli, but 
chear the ſight, and raiſe in us a mixt paſſion, of 
Love and Veneration together; and in this ſenſe it is, 
that the gracious Perſon, for the venerable goodneſs 


_ that is viſible in him, ſhall retain honour.” 


To attempt any laborious Proof, of ſo clear a 
Truth as this, were needleſs ; do but conſult the uni- 
verſal practice of Mankind, and read it there. What 
Rules do the. Philoſophers preſcribe- to render our 
lives moſt fatisfaory to our ſelves, and moſt com- 
mendable to others 2 with what Colours'do the O- 
ratours paint thoſe perſons they intend to Celebrate 2 
what Images do the Poets form when: they defign an 
Heroe, are they any other than the Rules, and Co- 
lours, and Images of moral Goodneſs 2 Do not Hy-_ 

pocrites, 
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pocrites, to court the eſteem of the:Vulgar, perſo- 
nate the Saint, and Politicians, to” make the People 
honour them, pretend to Religion 2 and why do they 
both put on this diſguiſe, but becauſe they know, 
that Wickedneſs bare-fac'd, is-in the eyes of all men 
moſt deteſtable, and that the names of Saint, and of 
Religion, are creditable in- the World > Shew me that 
profligate Wretch, who in-his cool thoughts, or on 
his Death-bed, does not' decline all his looſe Com- 
panions, and ſeeks out for'men-truly good, and con- 
ſciencious, to whom he may intruſt his Eſtate, his 
Children, and all that is deareſt to him, even his 
own Soul too, for which'he then begs their ghoſtly 
counſel? What man is there ſo wicked, who on his 
death-bed does not wiſh that he may de the death of 
the Righteous, and that hi latter end may be like his ? 
Look into the Hiſtories and” cuſtoms of Ages paſt, 
ſee how greedily coveted, how dearly purchaſt, and 
how highly valued, the Statues, and all the little re- 
mains of Good Men have been : The Heathens, to 
expreſs their greg eſſoem of Goodneſs, built Tem- 
ples to Vertue and Honour, and join'd theſe Temples 
together, and; made the former the only paſſage into 
the latter, they-thought Praiſe to Good men as juſt 
a Tribute, as Sacrifice to their Gods 3 and one of 
the Wiſeſt of them, wonderfully pleasd himſelf, in 
fancying how. lovely and venerable, how divine and 
tranſporting an Idea he ſhould ſee, -could:he but look 
into the breaſt of a Good-man. We have then the 
praQtice and the judgment of the whole World, to 
confirm this truth, that Vertue has always had a 
great and a general eſteem, . that the 'gracious Perſon 
retains honour, I Fry * 
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On the convrary, is there not a natural ſhame, a 
ſenſe of turpitude,” or a confuſion of face 1n vicious 
and uriclean actions? why elfe aremen afraid to com- 
mit them, before the noſt inconſiderable SpefAatour, 
and chuſe darkneſs fora thick Mantle to cover them 2 
why elte do they bluſh to own them, with a thou- | 
ſand times they had never been done, and reflect on 
them with diſſatisfa@tion; and horrour ; why elſe do 
their own Conſciences;- laſh and upbratid' them ? 
whereas if we will but take the pains, to make up 
an Induction of all Chriſtian graces, we ſhall eafi- 
ly fee, that there is nong, whoſe friendſhip is more 
ambitioufly. ſoughr, none with 'whom men- would 
ſooner” change Perſons,” none: whoiare accounted of : 
more ſubſtantial worth;-6# more generally rever'd, | 
or more influential to- the 'good of : Mankind, or 
ſooner wante&'in the World, or who make a nobler 
figure'in Story, than-the Devout,” the Humble, the 
Juſt, the Meek, 'the Temperate, the Charitable; or 
to expreſs all in one: word, the gracious Perſon, who : 
therefore ſhall always retain honours 
I need-not reckon up the numerons-places of Ho- ; 
ly Scripture,” wheres Goodneſs and: Honour are link'd 
Prov. 3. 35. together 5 how'#he- Wiſe are fai"ta mberit glory; 
Luke 1.52, the humble and meek to be exalted ; how weare com- 
1 : Theſl, 4. 4, manded: to keep: our Veſſels in ſanttification aud honour, 
| || : Sam. 2.30, and how God has promis'd to honour thoſs 1h0- honour 
| | . him.:\ T' need: not -mention the primitive” Diptycks, 
| or how: the Church Catholick, has celebrated'tlie 
Feſtivals, and honour'd the memories of the Saints, 
and of the Martyrs ; I need not ſuggeſt that obvious 
Conclufion, 'That if gracious Perſons can draw-even 
wicked Men, to a reverential love hams" 
much 
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much. more will-they engage- the friendſhip of all 
that are. Holy, and not only+ of koly Men,” bat of 
holy Angels: too, who being all miniſtring Spirits, 
deputed by God to attend them, the more heavealy Heb. r. 14. 
they ſee any committed to their charge does grow, 
the , more reſpectinl attendance;” in all probability, 
they give him. 2: 7 | 
And there is the higheſt reaſon in the World, why 
there ſhould be fo honourablea lovelinels, in a grac#- 
ous Perſon, if we conſider, the likeneſs che bears 'to 
that great God whom we Adore.” i For as there are 
on all men, innate imprefſions of God's Exiſtence, 10 
there are alſo of his Attributes, and none ever yet 1n 
earneſt, believed there was a God, | but he alſo be- 
lieved that God was a Being, Infinite in all PerfeRi- 
ons,. in Wiſdom and Power, Juſtice and Mercy, Pu- 
rity and, Holineſs, Veracity ahd Beneftcence, and as . 
theſe excite our Love, and our Adoration to God, 
{0 where ever we feeany, though” but imperfect re- 
ſemblances, of his imitable perteRioens, in the Saints 
here on earth, where-ever welee men in any meafure 
Holy and Pure, iJiiſt and Merciful, Faithful and Be- 
neficent, we there. ſee the image of God himſelf, and 
cannot but pay them a ſuitable honour : Thus as 
Goodneſs and Adorableneſs are co-eternal in God, 
ſo are Sandtity and Venerableneſs co-eval in gracious 
Perſons. b Jt $55 
Nor are: we only by Grace made like to God, but 
he is alſo pleas'd actually to dwell in us, and to con- 
ſecrate, our Souls to be his Temples ; and as God , 5;... x. 
corimanded the Fews to reverence his Sanctuary, 1, ,, .., 
the place of his reſidence among them, where he fat 
between the Cherubims, and a glorious _ _ 
un 
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Gal. 5. 22, 


Prov. 10.7. 


Pſa). 116. 25. 
Pal. 112. 6. 


ſhind on the Propitiatory,; ' was the Symbol: of his 
Preſence : So when in . gracious Souls, we- difcover' 
all the fruits of the Spirit, a kind of glory brightnin 
their Converſation, anda ſacred Amiableneſs breath' 
on them from Heavenz we are ſure that God inha- 
bits there, and-cannot but -reverence his Temples. 
Such Honour have all Gods Saints from even wick- 
ed men, from all holy;perſons, and from the good 
Angels, and infinitely* above all theſe, from God 
himſelf, who honours them with his Image, after 
which they are renew'd, and with his Preſerice, of 
which they are poſſeſt; Such Honour, I fay, have 
all his Saints even in this life, which if we did but 
ſcriouſly Contemplate, would ſtir us up to a gene- 
rous emulation, would encourage us to implore the 
Divine Grace, thatwe may bewail all our paſt fins, 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs, both of Fleſh, 
and of Spirit, which produce nothing in the end, 
but Shame and Horrour, and daily grow more con- 
formable to his Likeneſs, which is the only way to 
aſſert the dignity of our Nature, andto retain honour. 
But when once our Souls ſhall be divorced from 
our bodies, when the name of the” wicked ſhall rot, 
and ſtink, ſooner than his Carcaſe, leaving no me- 
morial behind, unleſs it be of his Sin, his Infamy, 
his Madneſs, or his Folly ; Precious then in the ſight 
of the Lord, ſhall be the death of his Saints, blefled- 
ſhall be their memories, They ſhall be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance , and their good Names, be- 
ing Regiſtred in the book of Life, ſhall flouriſh to 
Immortality. 
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' All this while, I have not done Juſtice to my Sub- 
je, by affirming only in general, that Goodneſs is 
honourable, I muſt theretore be more particular, 
and enquire, why'Sz/omon does here inſtance, in the 
Woman, rather than in the Man, 4 gracious Woman 
retains honour, 

And the reaſon ſeems to me, to be either this, 
that as Vice is more odious, and more deteſted, ſo 
on the other hand, Vertue is more attractive, and 
looks more lovely, in Women, than it uſually does 
in Men, inſomuch that the gracious Woman, hall be 
ſure to purchaſe, and to retain honour. 

Or it 1s, becauſe Men have more advantages, of 
aſpiring to honour, in all publick ſtations, of the 
Church, the Court, the Camp, the Bar, and the 
City, than Women have, and the only way for a 
Woman to gain honour, is an exemplary Holineſs; Prov. zr. :8, 
This makes ker Children, riſe up and call her bleſſed, 3* 
her Husband and her own works, to praiſe her in the 
gate, the ſole glory then of that Sex, is to be good, 
for 'tis a gracious Woman only, who retains honour. 

Or it is, becauſe Women are made of a temper, 
more ſoft and frail, are more endanger'd by ſnares, 
and temptations, leſs able to control their paſſions, 
and more inclinable to extreams of good, or bad, 
than Men, and generally ſpeaking, Goodneſs is a 
tenderer thing, more hazardous, and brittle in the 
former, than in the latter, and conſequently a firm, 
and ſteady Vertue, is more to be valued in the weak- 
er Sex, than in the ſtronger ; So that a gracious Wo- 
man, 1s moſt worthy to recieve, and to retain honour. 

Or it is, becauſe Women in all Ages, have given 
many Heroick examples of Sanftity, beſides thoſe 
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Matt. 27. $5. 


Luke 23. 27. 


Matt, 28. 5. 


recorded in the Old Teſtament, many of them are 
named, with great honour in the New. For their 
Afſliduity and Zea}, in following our Saviour, and 
their Charity, in Miniſtring to him of their ſubſtance, 
they accompanied him to Mount Calvary, lamented 
his Sufferings, waited on the Croſs, . attended the 
Sepulchre, prepared Spices, and Oyntments; and 
regardleſs, either of the Inſolence of the rude Soul. 
diers, or of the Malice of the Fews, with a love that 
caſt out all fear, they came on the firſt day of the 
Week, before the morning light, to Embalm him ; 
and God was pleas'd to honour theſe Holy Women 
accordingly, for they firſt ſaw the Angel, who told 
them the joyful news that he was riſen, and as if an 
Angel, had not beena Meſſenger honourable enough, 
Jeſus himſelf firſt appear'd to the Women, the Woe 
men firſt ſaw, and ador'd him; andit was theſe very 


_ . gracious Women, whom qur Lord ſent to his Dif- 


Mate. 26. 13. 


ciples, that Women might be the firſt Publiſhers of 
his Reſurrection, as Angels had been of his Nativity ; 
Our- Saviour himſelf, has erected. an everlaſting 
Monument in the Goſpel, for the penitent Woman 
that anointed him, and God Incarnate honour'd the 
Sex to the higheſt degree imaginable, in being born 
ofa Woman, in becoming the Son of a Virgin Mo- 
ther, whom all Generations ſhall call Bleſſed ; and I 
know not how to call it, but there is a meltingneſs 
of Diſpoſition, and affeQionateneſs of Devotion, an 
eaſe Senſibility, an induſtrious Alacrity, a languiſh- 
ing Ardour, in Piety, peculiar to the Sex, which 
naturally renders them, Subjes more pliable, to 
the Divine Grace, than Men commonly are ; So 


that Solomon, had reaſon to beſtow the Epithete Gre- 
C10as, 


La MATNARD. 


crous, particularly on them, and to ſay, that a gra» 
crtous Woman retains hoxour. 

Iam well aware, that if we conſult the ſenſual and 
debaucht rank of men, 'tis not the Gracious, or the 
Chaſt Woman they eſteem, but only the Fair, or the 
Laſcivious ; Eſteem, did I ſay! Men may court an 
idle, or a wanton Beauty, for their Luſt, but they 
cag only eſteem a Graczous, and.a Chaſlt one, and 
when all is done, ſhe only deſerves thename of 
Beautiful: As for the Laſcivious and the Proftitute, 
again{t whom Solomon lo often, and fo pathetically 
warns the Young man, She is fo utterly impure, * 
that I willnot ſo much as name her, in the ſame dif- 
courſe with a gracious Woman ; I will then make 
the Compariſon between meer. Beauty cnly, and 
Grace, and you will ſoon perceive the difference. 

For Beauty, if it be Natural, is from a Womans 
birth, 'tis her chance, and not her merit; if it be 
Artificial, it makes her no other than a painted Se- 
pulchre, Gaudy without, and that has nothing but 
Rottenneſs and Stanch within : But Grace, isthe free 
gift of God, and our own free choice, in a happy 
conjunction, 'tis no other than a God-like lovelinels, 
1mpreſt on our Spirit. | 

Beauty is often incident to ſtark Fools, and to the 
Profane and Irreligious ; But Grace is peculiar to ho- 
ly Perſons, who like the XKings-Daughter, are all gle 
rious within. | 

Beauty is prone to admire 1ts ſelf, end to ſwell 
with Pride ; Grace inſti)ls a juſt ſenſe of our own vile- 
neſs, and teaches Humility : That js apt to invite 
Temptation ; This isa Preſervatiye againſt it : The 
former ſpends her morning hours at her glaſs; The 
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Job 31: 1. 
Matt, 5. 28. 


i Cant. 4.16, 


latter at her Prayers : That moſt delights her ſelf in 
new faſhions, and fine cloaths, in plaiting the hair, 
and wearing of Gold; This puts on the ornament of a 
meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the fight of God of 
great price. 

Beauty has been often to the beſt and wiſcſt of Men, 
witneſs Solomon himſelf, deſtruQive and fatal, for 
which reaſon holy Fob made a Covenant with his eyes ; 
and our Saviour commands us, #ot to look on a Woman 
to luſt after her, and the fairer ſhe is, the greater is 
the dagger ; But Grace ſecures our Innocence, awes 
men into Sobriety, looks them into Chaſtity, and 
the more intenſe it grows, its influence 1s the more 
ſoveraign and efficacious. 

Beauty gratifies 'only our outward ſenſe, 'tis a 
mixture of Colour, and Figure, and Feature, and 
Parts, all in a due Proportion and Symmetry 3 or 
indeed, 'tis a well ſhap'd Frame of duſt and aſhes, be- 


lov'd by fond men only, who like the moſt ſtupid of - 


Idolaters, worſhip the bare Statue, without regard 
to the Deity there enſhrin'd : But Grace is a conflu- 
ence of all Attra&tives, which approves it ſelf to our 
own moſt deliberate judgments, and 1s belov'd by 
God : Do but imagine you were in the Spouſe's Gar- 
den, where, when the South-wind blows, the ſeve- 
ral Spices and Gumms, the Spikenard and the Cina- 
mon, the Frankincenſe and the Myrrhe, fend forth 
their various ſmells, which meeting together, and 
mixing in the Air, make a compounded Odour ; 
Such a compoſition of all Vertues, ſuch an univerſal 
and uniform Agreeableneſs is there in a gracious Soul, 
whichin a manner, whether we will or no, engages 


our affections. | 
Beauty 
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Beauty is vain, and Favour is deceitful, ſays the Prov- 31-3 
Wiſe man, . it ſoon evaporates, and cheats our ex- 
pectation, 1n a little time it decays,. by cares, or 
Child-bearing, or Sickneſs, or a thouſaud other ac- 
| cidents : Men no ſooner begin to crop the Flower, 
4 but it fades, and ſinks, and dyes, or it is often ſowr'd, 
| with ſuch inwarddiſpoſitions whichrender it afflicting 
and inſupportable ; But Grace creates to our minds 
an intire ſatisfation, has a goodneſs intrinſfick, and 
eternal, grows more amiable, the more ir 15 en- 
Joy d, ſo that the Woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe 
ſhall be prais'd, ſhe ſhall for ever retain honour. 
: As a Fewel of Gold in a Swines ſnout, which is hung Frov 11.22. 
3 there on purpoſe to be defild, to be rolld in 61th 
[- and mire, and 1s one of the moſt notorious, and 
ugly incongruities in the World ; Such a kind of at» 
k fſurdity, if you will believe Solomon, is a fair Woman 
7 without diſcretion; her Beauty tis trne, is a Jewel, ; 
but a Jewel extremely ill-plac'd, and ſerves for no 
other purpoſe but to make her folly the more conſpi- 
cuous, to expoſe her the more to impurity, and to 2 
ſwinith ſenſuality ; But Grace makes a Woman a Crown Prov. 12. 4; 
to her Husband, the glory of the Man, and advances A _ 
+ her price above Rubies; So that a gracious Woman, *" *P 
is a Jewel of a value ineſtimable, ſhe has worth, and 
ornament, and luſtre, and beauty, and honour, all 
combin'd together. Moſt deſervedly then, did wile 
Solomon, give the preference to Grace, and did aſſure 
us, that a ſtrong, Man is not more powerful to -get, 
and when gotten, fo retain his riches, than a graczous 
Woman to acquire honour, and to retain it, when 
acquird, 
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It is now time todo all the right I am able, to the 
Boble Lady deceaſed, who was'a/Woman fo remark- 
ably Gracious, and retain'd an Honour, fo entire, and 
unblemiſh'd, that all the meaſures I have hitherto 
laid down, either of Grace, or of Honour, are but a 
faint Copy, drawn after her, ſhe was all the while 
before my thought, her holy example is the original, 


and though I will not fay, that among the many 


Daughters, who have done virtuouſly, the abſolute- 
Iy excells them all, yet Iam ſure, ſhe deſerves to be 


elteem'd one of the higheſt order. 


But alas! we have nothing now left except this 
pocr relick of Clay, which in a ſew minutes muſt 
bereſtord to its native carth, and for ever hid from 
our eyes, the gracious Soul that inform'd it, is flown 


back again to God, from whom it firſt ſtream'd, and 


his molt bleſied will be done, who is compaſſionate 
and adorable, inall his chaſtiſements ; yet as we"are 
fleſh and blood, we cannot but feel the ſtroke, which 
even his Fatheriy hand has given us. It is the Curſe 
of the wicked, to dyc unlamented, unleſs it be, that 
they. are fometimes carried to the Grave, with the 
mercenary tears of thoſe who make mourning a 
Trade : But the death of the Righteous being a loſs 
irrecoverable, anda real calamity, to us who turvave, 
muſt needs fl us with fad refentments, when we 
conſider of how greara bleſſing weare depriv'd. 

Our Saviour himf}f has countenanc'd a moderate 
grief for our friends, in weeping over his own dead 
triend Lazarus ; So thatif we ſhed our tears over the 
Grave of this gracious and hononrable Lady, 'tis but to 
be juſt to her aſhes,to eaſe our own ſorrowful Spirits, 


and to teſtifie to the World, how alas we 
ave 
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have of her worth. For had ſhe had nothing but her 

Quality to have recommended her, we might have 
periorm'd her Funeral Ceremonies with a bare out- 
ward Solemnity, but withour any more concern 
than a common object of Mortality gives us; But 
the was a Womans fo truly gracious, that we could 
not but moſt affe@ionately howowy her, and cannot 
4 have a grief that bears fome proportion to our 
ols. 

. For 'tis our loſs only we can bewatl, we grieve 
for our ſelves, not for her; She has a joyfu] delive- 
rance from temptation and infirmity, from fin and 
miſery, and from all the evil to come, ſhe is now 
paſt all the ſtorms, and dangers of this troubled 
lite, and is fafely arriv'd at her everlaſting Haven; 
ſhe is gow fully poſleſt of all thar ſhe deftr'd, which 
was, tobe HAI, and to be with Chrift, and we 
cannot lament her being happy. When we weep 
- for common Chriſtians, we are not to be ſorry, as : The 4. 13. 
men without .-hope, but when we have fo many, 
ſo uninterrupted, and ſo undeniable demonſtrations, 
of- the fandtity of a Perſon, as we have of - this graci- 
ous Woman, we. have no' reaſon at all to grieve on 
her account, fince we have not only a bare hope, 
but an aſſurance rather, that ſhe is now in glory. 

_ But why did I call. her death a loſs? tis-rgrher our 
gain, We were all travelling the fame way, as Pit 
grins, towards our heavenly Country, ſhe has-only 
got the ſtart of us, and is gone before, and is happy 
firſt; and Tam perſuaded- that we ftiH enjoy her 
prayers: far us above; .. However, I am fare, that we 
enjoy her good works here below, which now ap- 
pear. more illuſtrious, and withont that vail, her 

modeſty, 
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modeſty, and her humility. caſt over them ; we ſtill 
enjoy her example, which being now ſet, in its true 
light, and at its proper diſtance, and deliver'd from 
that cloud of fleſh, which did obſcure and leſſen it, 
looks the more gracious, and the more honourable ; 
and if we follow the track, ſhe trod, we ſhall ere 


' long, enjoy her ſociety in Heaven. 


Let us then alter our Note, and rather honour , 
than bewail her, ſhe was a gracious Woman, and ho- 
zour is her due; Her good Name,like a precious Oynt- 
ment poured forth, has perfum'd the whole Sphere, 
in which ſhe mov'd. To paiat her fully to the life, I 
dare not undertake, ſhe had a graczouſneſs in all her 
Converſation, that cannot be expreſt, and ſhould [ 
endeavour to do it, I muſt run over, all the whole 
Catalogue of Evangelical Graces, which do all con- 
center in her Character ; I muſt tell you, how en- 
flam'd ſhe was with Heavenly love, how well guided 
a Zeal, ſhe had for God's glory, how particular a 
reverence ſhe paid, to all things, and to all perſons, 
that were dedicated to His Service, how God was 
always .1n. hex thoughts, how great a' tenderneſs ſhe 
had, 'to offend: her Heavenly Father, how great a 
delight to pleaſe him; But you muſt be content; with 
ſome rude ſtrokes only, for ſuch particulars would 
be endleſs ;. All my fear is, that I ſhall ſpeak-too- lit- 
tle, but I am ſure, I can hardly ſpeak:too much. .' : + 
. Say, Allyoy who, have been Eye-witneſles of her 
Life, did you from her very Cradle, ever know her! 
any other, than a. gracious Woman 2 As to my ſelf, I 
have had the honour to know her, . near -twenty. 
years ;. and to be admitted, ' to her moſt intimate 
thoughts, and I cannot but. think, roger” | 
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of my obſervation, that ſhe always preſerv'd her Bap- 
tiſmal Innocence, that ſhe never commited any one © - 
mortal Sin, which put her out of the ſtate of Grace ; 
Infomnch, that after all the” frequent, and ſevere 
examinations, ſhe made of her own Conſcience, 1 
her Confeſſions were made up, of no other than ſins | 
of Infirmity, and yet even for them, ſhe had as deep 
Humiliation, and as Penitential a Sorrow, as high a 
ſenſe of the Divine forgiveneſs, and lov'd -as much, 
as if ſhe had had Much:to be forgiven : So that after 
a lite of above Forty Years, Nine of which ' were 
ſpent in the Court, baiting her involuntary failings, | 
which are unavoidable, and for which, allowances | 
are made, in the Covenant of Grace, ſhe kept her * James 27: 
ſelf unſpotted from the World, and if it may be affirm- 
ed of any, I dare venture to affirm it of this, gracious 
Woman, that by the peculiar favour of Heaven, ſhe 
paſt from the Font; unſullied to her Grave. 

Her underſtanding was admirable, and ſhe daily 
improv'd it, by reading, in which ſhe employ'd 
molt of her time, and the Books ſhe choſe were only 
ſerious, or devout, and her memory was faithful, to 
retain what ſhe read : She took not up her Religion 
on an implicite Faith, or from education only, but 
from a well-ſtudied choice, direted by God's Holy 
Spirit, whoſe guidance ſhe daily invok'd, and when 
once ſhe had made that choice, ſhe was immoveable 
as a rock, and fo well fatisfi'd in the Catholick Faith 
profeſt in the: Church of Zxg/and,: 'that I: make no 
doubt, but that ſhe always liv'd, not only with the 
ſtrictneſs of a Primitive Saint, but with the reſoluti- 
.on alſo, of a Martyr: It was ſtrange to hear, 
how firongly ſhe would Argue, - how clearly ſhe 
45 HIT D underſtood, 
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underſtood, the force of a Conſequence, and how 
ready at all times ſhe was, zo give a reaſon of the 
hope that was in her, with meekneſs, and fear ; Her 
Letters which were found in her Cabinet, nor to 
be deliver'd till after her death, and very many o- 
thers, in the hands of her Relations, ſufficiently 
thew, how good, and how great ſhe was: In them 
this humble Saint, before ſhe was aware, has her 
klf made an exat impreſſion, of her own Gracz- 
o#ſneſs ; They are pen'd in ſo proper and unaffected 
a Style, and animated throughout with ſo Divine 
a Spirit, with fuch Ardours of Devotion, and 
Charity, as might have becotne a Proba, a Monica, 
or the moſt eminent of her Sex; Infomuch, that 
her very abſence, was the more ſupportable to her 
friends, in regard the compenſated the want of 
her preſence, by Writing, and ſent them a Blefling, 
by every return. 

I cannot tell, what one help ſhe negleed, to 
fecure her perſeverance, and to heighten her gra- 
ces, that ſhe might ſhine more and more, to a perfet 
dayz Her Oratory was the place, where ſhe princi- 
pally reſided, and where the. was moſt at home, 
and her chief employment, was Prayer, and Praife; 
Out of ſeveral Authors, ſhe for her own uſe, tran(- 


; cribd many excellent Forms, the very choice of 


which does argue, a moſt expetiencd Piety, the 
had -Devotions ſuited to all theprimitive hours of 
Prayer, \ which/ſhe usd, as far as her bodily Infirmi- 
ties, and neceſſary Avocations would permit, 'and 
with David, Prais'd God ſeven times a day, or-ſup-' 
ply'd the want of thoſe ſolemn hours, by a kind of 
perpetuity of Ejaculations, which as to 
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anſwer all occafftons, and:tofillup all vacant inters 
vals, and if the happened to-wake in the Night,. of 
proper Prayers even for mid-night, . ſhe was never 
unprovided. Thus did this gracious Soul, having 
beet enkindled by fire from Heaven, in her Bap- 
tiſm, live a continual Sacrifice, -and kept | the fire 
always burning, always in afcenſion,” always aſpi- 


ring towards Heaven from whence it fell. Beſides - 


her own private Prayers, ſhe Morning, and Even- 
ing .offerd up to God the publick Offices, and 
when the was not able, to go to the Houſe of Pray- 
er, the had it read to her, in her Chamber. 

_ To Prayers ſhe added Faſting, tilt her weakneſs had 
made-it impoſiible to her conſtiturion, and yet ever 
then,on days of Abſtinence, ſhe made amends tor the 
Onion, by other! ſupplemental -Mortifications. Her 
Devorions ſhe: enharg'd,. on 'the 'Faſts and Feſtivals 
of the Church, but eſpecially on theLord's days, dis 
viding the hours between the: Church and her 
Cloſet. SED 4.5 e174. 004 | 

- She neyer fail'd, 'on all: opportutnties, to approach 
the Holy Altar, came with 'Spiritual hunger, and 
thirſt to that Heavenly Feaſt, and Communicated 
with a lively, with a Crucifying, - but . yet erdear- 
ing Remembrance, of her Crucift'd Saviosr. 

' The Sermons ſhe heard, when ſhe came home 
ſhe recolleted, and wrote down out of 'her memo- 
ry, abſtracts of them all, which are in a great num- 
ber, among her Papers, that ſhe might be, zo? only, 
a hearer of the Word, but a doer alſo: | 
_ The Holy Scripture ſhe attentively read, and on 
what ſhe read, ſhe did devoutly meditate, and did 
by Meditation, appropriate to her ſelf, it was her 
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Soul's daily Bread, it was her delight, and her 
Counſellour, and, like the moſt Bleſſed Virgin Mo- 
ther, ſhe kept all things ſpe read, and ponder'd them 
24 her heart. | 1 

Who is there can fay, they ever ſaw her idle ? 

no, ſhe had always affairs to tranſat with Heaven, 
ſhe was all her life long numbring her days, \and ap- 
plying her Heart to Wiſdom, or, to deſcribe her 
with her own Pen, ſhe was making it her buſineſs, to. 
fit her ſelf for her change, knowing, the moment of it to 
be uncertain, and having no aſſurance, that her warning 
would be great; Oli happy Soul, that was thus 
wiſe, in a timely conſideration of that, which of 
all things in the World, is of greateſt importance to 
us, to be conſiderd, namely our Latter end ! 

You' may eafily: conclude, that: a Saint, who 
was always thus converſant with her Grave, and had 
Heaven always in her view, muſt have little or no 
value for things below, as indeed ſhe had not, ſhe 
did not only conquer the World, but ſhe triumph'd 
over it, had a noble contempt of Secular greatneſs, 
liv'd ſeveral years in'the very Court, - with the ab- 
ſtraction of a Recluſe, and was ſo far from being 
ſolicitous for Riches, for her ſelf, or her Children, that 
to uſe her own words, ſhe look'd on them, as dax- 

gerous things, which did only clog, and preſs down our 
Souls to this Earth, and -judg'd a Competency, to be 
certainly the beſs. - oelg 

All the temporal bleſſings, the divine Goodneſs 
was pleasd to vouchſafe her, ſhe receiv'd, with an 
ovetfiowing thanktulneſs, yet her affections were ſo 
diſengag'd, her temperance, ' and moderation fo ha- 
bitua), that ſhe did rather uſe, than injoy them, and 

was 
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was elways ready to' reſtore them, - to the ſame gra- 
cious hand that gave them, but noone. can expreſs 
her thoughts, ſo. pathetically as. her own felt; O, 
ſays that bleſſed Saint, /ince God gives us all, let us 
ot be- ſorrowful, though we are to part with all, . the 
Kingdom of Heaven, is a-prize, that. is worth ſtriving” | 
for, though it coſts us dear-: - Alas! what is there in | 
| this World, that links. our hearts. ſo cloſe to.it | and 
elſewhere ſhe affirms, that 4/1 Zlefſings are given on 
this condition, that either they muſt be taken from us, 


or we from them, if then we loſe any thing, which FL | 
we eſteem a bleſſing, we are to give God the gloty,, and | | 
to reſign it freely. OBE 44 . "= 


She was a perfect deſpiſer, of all thoſe vanities; 
and divertiſements, which moſt : of her ſex, do 
uſually admire ; her chief, - and, in a manner, ſole 
recreation. was to do goed, and to oblige; and if 
we will be advisd, by one fo wiſe to Salvation, We 
are to ſeek for comfort, and joy, 7 ew God's ordinances, 
and the converſe of pious Chriſtians, and not to rake 
the uſual.courſe of the World, to drive away Melancholy, 
by expoſing our ſelves to temptations; and' this -was 
really her practice, inſomuch. that next to the Ser+ n 
vice of the. Temple, which ſhe daily frequented, I 
There was no entertainment in the whole World, | 
ſo pleaſing to her, as the diſcourſe of- Heavenly 
things, and thoſe ſhe ſpake of,, with ſuch a Spiritual 
reliſh, that at firſt hearing, you might perceive ſhe 
was in earneſt, that ſhe really taſted that the Lord 
was good, and felt all ſhe ſpake. | 
Amidſt all her pains, and her ſicknefles, which 
were ſharp, and many, . who ever ſaw. her ſhew 
any one ſymptom of Impatience? So far a ſhe 
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from it, that ſhe laments, when' ſhe reflects, bow. | 
apt we are to: abuſe proſperity 3 Demands, where our I 
conformity is to the great Captain of our Satvation, | 

if we have no ſufferings'; Profeſſes, that God by 
ſuffering our. Conditions to ke Vneafie, by that gentle 
way, invites us to higher\ſatisfations, than are to by - | 
met with here, and: with'a proſtrate fpirit, 4cknow- 
ledges, that God was moſt righteous in all that had 
befallen her, and that there had been ſo muth mercy 
mixt with his chaſtifing, that ſhe had been but too 
happy. Thus humble, thus content, thus thankful 
was this trations Woman, amidft her very afflictions. 
Her Soul always reſted on God's Paternel mercy; 
and or! all his exceeding great, and precious pro- 
miſes, as on @'ſure and RRedfaft Anchor, which 
ſhe knew would ſecure her, in the moſt tempeſtu« 
ous Calamities ;5 To 'his bleed will,” ſhe hourly 
offerd up her own, 4nd knew it was as much her 
duty, to ſuffer his fatherly inflitions, as to obey 
his  corftirnands. Her Charity, made her ſympa«- 
chize, - with all in Mifery, and beſides her private 
Altns, ' wherein her left hand; was not conſcious to «| wy 
Her right, | the was 4 cortitmmon Patronefs to the Poor, 
and Needy, and a common Phyſician to her fick 
Neighbours, and would often with her own hands, 
dreſs their 'moſt loathſome Sores, and ſometimes 
Keep:them in her Family, and would give them 
both 'Dier 'and Lodging: till they were curd, and 
then Cloth them, and ſend them home, to give 
God thanks for their recovery ; and if they died, her 
Charity accompany'd them ſometimes to the very 
Grave, and ſhe took care even of their Burial. 
She would by nd means endure, thay by the care 
of plentifully providing for her Children, the wants, 
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and neceſſities of any poor Chriftian, ſhould be woers 
look d, :and defird it might be remembred- that  Alms 
and the Poors prayers, will bring a greater Blefing, to 
them, than Thouſands a year. Look abroad now 
in the World, and ſee, - how rarely you ſhall 
meet, with a Charity, like that of this gracious 
Woman, who next to her own fleſh and Blood, was 
tender of the Poor, and thought an Alms as much 
due to to them, as Portions to her Children. 

To corporal Alms, as often as the faw occaſion, 
ſhe joyn'd ſpiritual, and ſhe had a ſingular talent in 
diſpenſing that alms to Souls ; ſhe had a maſculine 
Reaſon to perfwade, a ſteady Wrifdom to. adviſe, 4 
perſpicuity both of thought, and language'to in- 
ſtruct, a mildneſs that endear'd a reproof, and could 
comfort the afflicted, from her own manifold ex- 
perience of the Divine Goodnefs, and with ſo cons 
. doling a tenderneſs, that ſhe-feem'd to tranſlate their 
anguiſh on her ſelf. | & 

And happy was it for others, that her Charity 
was ſo comprehenſive, for ſthe often met with abjes 
ſo deplorable, that were to be relied in all thefe 
capacities, ” ſo that ſhe was fam to become their 
Benefadtreſs, ther Phyſician, and their Divine alto- 
gether, or if need were, ſhe bid them fhew theme 
felves to the Prieft, or elſe took care to fend the 
Prieſt to them : Thus was it vtfibly her :conftant 
endeavour, to 'be in :all ' reſpe&ts 'mercifal, 'as her 
Father in Heaven 'is merciful. eb 

$he could bear long, and moſt cafily forgive, and 
no. one ever injurd her, but the would heap coals of 
fire-on his head to melt him mto a charitable tem- 
per, and would often repay the injury with _ 
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neſs. ſo. ſurprizing, that if the injurous: perſon were 
not. wholly obdurate- and brutiſh, muſt needs affect 
him. But if any. one: did her the leaſt good office, 
none could be more grateful}, ſhe would if poſlible, 
return .it a hundred-told, if ſhe could not in kind, 
ſhe would at leaſt do it in her prayers to God, that 
out of his inexhauſtible goodnels, he would reward 
him. | | 

| Her Soul ſeem'd to- poſleſs a continued ſerenity, 
at peace with her ſelf, at peace with God, and at 
peace with all the World, her ſtudy was to give all 
their duc, and ſhe was exactly ſincere, and. faithful 
to all her obligations, ſhe kept her heart always 
with all diligence, was watchful againſt all tempta- 
tions, and naturally conſiderate incall her aCtions, 
her diſpoſition was peaceful and inoftenſive, ſhe 
lookt always pleasd rather than chearful, her con- 
verſe was even and ſerious, bur yet eafie and affable ; 
her Interpretations of what others did, or faid, were 
always candid and charitable, you ſhould never ſee 
her indecently angry, or out of humour, never hear 
her give an ill character, or paſs a hard cenſure, or 
ſpeak an .idle word, but ſhe opened her mouth in 
Wiſdom, and in:her tongue was the Law of Kindneſs. / 
If you lookon her, in her ſeveral-Relations, -in her 
Childhood, her Father, the Right Honourable the 
Earl of .Dyzart, being- banifh'd for ' his Loyalty, ſhe 
was under the breeding. of the Excellent: Lady 'her 
Mother, to whom ſhe was in all reſpeRs, ſo duti- 
tul a Child, that ſhe proteſted, her Daughter had 
never, in any one inſtance, offended her; By that 


time the Young Lady was about Eleven or Twelve 


Years old, God was pleas'd to take her good Nr 
| | ther 


— 


| the Lady MATNARD. 


25 


ther to himſelf, and from that time to her Marriage, 
this gracious Woman livid with a diſcretion ſ9 much 
above her years, with ſo conſpicuous a Vertue, 
-and fo conſtant a Warineſs, that ſhe always rezain'd 
honour, ſuch an honour, as never had the leaſt Mote 
in it. And to her honour be it ſpoken, that in an Ape, 
when the generality of .the Nation, were like Chit- 
dren, toft to and fro, with every wind of Det rine, ſhe 
ſtill continued ſedfaſt. in the Communion of the 
Church of England, and when the Prieſts an: 
Service of God, were driven into Corners, ſhe 
daily reſorted, though with great difficulty, to 
the publick- Prayers, and was remarkably Chari- 
table to all the ſuffering Royaliſts, whom ſhe viſited, 
and rel.ey'd, and fed, clothd, anJj condyld, wirh 
@'zeal, like that which the Ancient Chriſtians ſhew'd, 
4d the Prim:tive Martyrs. - - - | 

The filenc'd, and plundred, and' perſecuted 
Clergy, ſhe thought worthy, of double honour, 
and did vow a certain Sum yearly, out of her In- 
come, which ſhe laid afide, only to ſuccour them. 
The Congregations, where ſhe then 'uſually com- 
municated, were thoſe, of the reverend and Pious, 
Dr. Thruſcroſs, and Dr. Mofſom, both now in Hea- 
ven, and that of the then Mr. Gann”, the now 
moſt worthy Biſhop of Zly, for whom ſhe ever 
after had a peculiar Veneration. : 

But I muſt by no means paſs by, the Right Re- 
verend Father in God, Biſhop Duppa, then of Salis- 
bury, afterwards of Wincheſter, but now with God, 
who was then put out of all, and an Exemplary 
Confeſſour, for the King, and the Church ; This 
Holy Man, when ſhe reſided in the Countrey, liv'd 
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in the Neighbourhood, and ſhe often viſited him, 
and he .ſeem'd to be deſign'd on purpoſe, by Gcds 
moſt gracious direQtion, to be her ſpiritual Guide, 


to confirm her in all her holy Reſolutions, to ſatis» - 


fy all thoſe Scruples, to becalm all thoſe Fears, and 
regulate all thoſe Fervours which are 1nctdent tO an 
early, and tender Piety, and Gcds goodneſs ren- 


derd him ſo ſucceſsful, that ſhe retaind the happy 


influence of his ghoſtly Advice to her dying day. - 
Before the Age of twenty, ſhe was Married, to 
the Right Honourable, William Lord Mainard, to 
whom in her Letters, ſhe often gives, the moſt afte- 
Rionate thanks imaginable, for his unvaluable, and 
unparallel'd kindneſs towards her, as ſhe her ſelf terms 
it, and moſt ſervently prays, That the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt would be his exceeding. great reward, and bis 
portion for ever: But I forbear to offer yialence 6p 
the modeſty of the 'Suryiyor, and wyl.content my 
ſelf, to fay only in general, that when ſhe was a 
Wife, ſhe ſtill retain'd: her accuſtomed devotion, 
which ſhe practis'd when a Virgin, and her greateſt 
concern, was for. the things of the Lord, how fhe 
might pleaſe the Lord; how in a Marriage honourable, 
and a Bed undefild, ſhe might be Holy Noth in Body, 
and in Spirit, and attend upon the Lord, without di- 


ftrattion. And ſince, as Solomon affirms, a prudent 


Wife is from the Lord; ſhe was. certainly the im- 
mediate gitt of God, and ſent by propitzous Ha. 

ven, for a good Angel, as well as for a Wite. | 
Asa Mother ſhe was unſpeakably tender, and care- 
ful, of the two Children with which God had 
bleſt her ; but her Zeal for their eternal welfare was 
predominant, and ſhe Made it her dying m__ 
| | tnat 
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that in their education, their piety ſhould be prin- 


cipally regarded, or to fpeak her own words, That ” 


the chief care ſhould be to make them Pius 
Chriſtians, which would be the beſt Provifion that 
could be made for them. 

In reference to her Son, it was her expreſs deſire, 
that he ſhould be good, rather than either rich or 
great, that he ſhould be bred in the ſtritteft Prin- 
ciples of Sobriety, Piety and Charity, of Temperance 
and Tnnocency of life, that conld be, that he ſhould 
ever be indulgd in the leaſt fin, that he ſhould 
never be that which theſe corrupt days call a Wit, 
or 1 fine Gentile man, but an honeſt, and ſincere 
Chriſtian, ſhe defir d\' he might be. 

She profeſt, there was nothing hard to be parted 
with but her ' Lord, and her dear Children, But 
thoagh, her paſſion for them was as intenſe as cart 
well be imagin'd, yetfor the fake of her God, whom 
ſhe lov'd infinitely better, ſhe was willing to part 
with them alfo, had long foreſeen the parting, and 
prepar'd: for it, and hambly beg'd of her heavenly 
Father to take thew into his . protedtion; ſhe took 
care of their Souls; even after her death, in the Let- 
ters ſhe left behind her, and*comforted her ſelf witfz 
an entire acquieſcence, in the good pleaſure of her 
beloved, with hopes, that ſhe ſhould ſtill pray for 
them: in Heaveri,, and thar ſhe ſhould e're long meet 
them - there';* and this conſideration of meeting 
above, put her into a tranſport, which makes her in 
one of her Letters cry:out, O how joyful ſhall we be fo 
meet at Chriſt's right hand, if we may be admitted in- 
to that Ele number | 
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Luke 19-41) In her Family, ſhe always united Martha and 


Mary together, took a due care of all her domeſtick 
Affairs, and manag'd them with a wile frugality, 
with a conſtant deterence to Gods merciful Provi- 
dence, and without either covetous fears, or a reſt- 
lefs anxiety ; but withal, fhe ſate at the feet of Jeſus, 
aud heard his word, and of the two, was ſtill molt in- 
tent on the better part. "IK 

She ſtudiouſly endeavour'd, by private, and par- 
ticular, and warm applications, to make all that at- 


' tended her, more Gods Servants than her own ; and 


treated them with a meekneſs, and indulgence, and 
condeſcenſion, like one who was always mindful, 
that ſhe her ſelf alſo had a Maſter in Heaven. 

Her near Relations, and all that were bleſt with 
her friendſhip, had a daily ſhare in her interceſſions, 
all their concerns, all their afflictions were really her 
own ; her chief kindneſs was for their Souls, and 
ſhe lov'd them with a charity, like that which the 
Bleſſed ſhew to one another in Heaven, in their re- 
ciprocal complacence at each others happineſs, and 
mutual incitements to devotion. | | 

In reſpe& of the Publick, which ſhe oken laid fad- 
ly to heart, her eyes ran down in ſecret, for all our 
National Provocations, and ſhe had a particular 
Office on faſting Days for that purpoſe, which ſhews 
how importunate ſhe was at the Throne of Grace, to 
avert Gods Judgments, and to,;ingplore his Blefling 
on the Land. TL 7 

And now, after all theſe great truths which I 
have faid of this Excellent Lady, one Grace I muſt 
add, greater than all [ have hitherto mention'd, and 
it 15 her Humility ; ſhe was fo little given to je 
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and had that art to conceal her goodneſs, that it did 
not appear at firſt ſight, but after ſome time her 
Vertue would break out whether ſhe would or no; 
ſhe ſeemd to be wholly ignorant of her own Graces, 
| and had as mean an opinion of her ſelfas if ſhe had had 
Es... no Excellence at all, like Moſes, her Face ſhin'd, aud ela 
| ſhe did not know it ; others the eſteem'd ſo much the ©2457 
better, had that abaſing ſenſe of her own Infrmities, 
and that profound awe of the Divine Majeſty, that 
though ſhe was great in Gods eyes, ſhe was always 
little in her own. 
After the Whitſon-week was over, ſhe removd from 
White-hall, to Eaſtonlodge in Eſſex, not out of any 
\ hopes of recovery, but only that ſhe might have 
ſome little preſent relief from the Air, or that ſhe 
' might die in a place which ſhe lov'd, in which God 
had made her an inſtrument of fo great good to the 
Country, and which was near her Grave; and you 
|. may eaſily imagine, that after a lite ſo holy, the 
death of this gracious Woman muſt needs be ſignally 
happy 3 and ſo it was, not but that during her pains, 
ſhe had often doubts and fears that afflicted her, with 
which.in her health ſhe was unmoleſted, and which 
did manifeſtly ariſe from her Diſtemper, and did ceaſe 
as that intermitted ; but the day before ſhe died God 
was pleaſed to vouchfafe her ſome clearer manifeſta= 
tions of His mercy, which in the tenderneſs of His 
compaſſion he ſent her, as preparatives of her laſt 
conflict, and as earneſts of Heaven, whither he in+ 
tended the day following to tranſſate her. 
| How ſhe behavd her ſelf in her ſickneſs, I cannot 
| Letter expreſs than by ſaying that ſhe prayd continually ; 
and when the Prayers of the Church were _— 
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ker, or When the hour of her own private Prayer 
came, though ſhe was not able to ſtand, or, fo help 
ker ſelf, ſhe would. yet be placd on her Knees ; and 
when her Knees were no longer able to ſupport her, 
ſhe:would be put into the humbleſt poſture the could 
poſſibly endure, not being fatisfied unleſs ſhe gave 
God his entire Oblation, and' g/orify d him in her body 
as well as in her ſpirit, which were both Gods own by 
purchaſe here, and were both to be united in blifs 
hereafrer. | Re 
On Whit-ſunday ſhe received her viaticum, the moſt- 
holy Body and Blood of her Saviour, and- had- recei- 
ved it again had not her death ſurprizd us, yetin the 
{ſtrength of that immortal food, ſhe was enabled- to 
go Out her journy, and ſeem'd to have'a new tratis{u- 
ſion of. Grace from it,- infomuch, that though: her 
Limbs wereall convulſt, her Pains great, and with- 
out intermiſſion, her ſtrength quite exliduſted, and 
her Head diſturbed with a perpetual droufinets, ' yet 
al ove, and beyond all-feeming poſibility;- ſhe would 
uſe force to-her ſelf to keep her ſelf waking, to offer 
to God her caſtomary Sacrifice to the full, -to recol- 
le& her thoughts; and to: lotlge' them in Heaven, 
where her Heart and her Treafure was, as if ſhe had 
already taken poſlefiion- of: hex manſion there,- or-as 
it ſhe-was teaching her Soul to a& independently: 
from the Body, and-practifing beforehand the ſtate 
of Separation, into which having receiv d Abſolu- 
tion, ſhe ina ſhort time happilylanche; !'for calF--the 
bands of Union being untied, her Soul was ſet at li- 
berty, and on the Wings of Angels, took a direct 
and' vigorous flight to its Native Country Heaven, 
jrom wheace it firſt flew down. | 
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There then we muſt ſave her, in the Boſom of her 
heavenly Bridegroom, where, how radiant. her 
Crown is, how ecſtatick her Joy, how high exalted 
ſhe is in degrees of Glory is impoſſible to'be Yeſcribed, 
for neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has it en-.x Cox, 2. 9. - 
ter d into the heart of Man, yp be conceiv'd the 296d | 
things which God hath piper for thnſe that Io: him, 
of all which ſhe-iS now partaktr, 2 VE 

| We have nothing then to do but to congratulate 
this Gracious Woman, her” eternal and unchangeable 
honour, and as ſhe always, and in all things, gave 
God the Glory here, ſo that his praiſe was continu= {| 
ally in her mouth, for all the multitude of his Mer- 
cies, and of his loving Kindneſſes towards her, 
and is now praiſing. him in Heaven; Let us 
alſo offer up a Sacrifice of Praiſe for her great 
example, her. light has long ſhind before us, 
and we have ſeen her good Works; Let us 
therefore glorifie the Father of Lights, at whoſe 
beams her Soul was firſt lighted. 

Bleſſed then for ever be the infinite goodneſs 
of God, who was fo liberal of, his, Graces to 
this humble Saint, who made - her - ſo lively a 
Picture of his own perfections, ſo Gracious and 
fo Honourable; bleſſed be his mercy, for indul- 
ging her to us ſo long, for taking her in his 
good time to himſelf, and for that happineſs 
the has now in Heaven; to God be the Glory 
of all that honour, her Graciouſneſs did here ac- 
quire, for to him only it is due ; let therefore. 
his moſt hoky name have all the praiſe. 
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it every. -one of our. Souls: may -be gracious 
J * 2h that our. life may. be . like: hers;* wi 
r_ End like hers, and our: portion” -in Heavert 
> hers, which Godeof. his infinite imercy-grant 
for the fake of his moſt beloy:d 'Son!: i To ; hoy 
withthe : Father, and ,the bleſſed Spirit,” 
honour- and' glory, adoration -agd ; obedi 
and for. ever. _ Amen. iy 


£8 


—_ 


50 767 


